
 
 
 
 
 
FAQ | Summer Season and Coronavirus Impact 
Current as of May 7, 2020 
 
 
Q: How many participants are impacted by the cancelation of Summer practices and regional 
competitions? 
A: More than 3,500 athletes and coaches participate in our summer season athletic programs and 
competitions. 
 
Q: How many athletes were expected at the State Summer Games? 
A: Approximately 900 athletes were expected to compete at our State Summer Games. 
 
Q: What, if any, economic impact will there be from canceling your State Spring Games, and now your 
State Summer Games? 
A: Special Olympics Washington is in good shape financially and we don’t expect these disruptions to 
have long lasting, significant impact on our financial position at either the state or local levels. 
 
Q: Why are you canceling your State Summer Games rather than just postponing the event? 
A: There are three main factors that went into our decision to cancel our State Summer Games:  
 

1. Despite the phased approach to reopening the state, there is still uncertainty around when we 
would have the all-clear to resume our training programs for all athletes; 

2. The availability of venues; and  
3. Many of our athletes and coaches participate in multiple seasons.  

 
Q: When do you expect to resume your programs for athletes? 
A: We are monitoring the situation closely and following guidance from the CDC, Department of Health 
and the international headquarters for Special Olympics. Given Governor Inslee’s announcement that 
some portions of the state may reopen ahead of others, we are working with our Area Directors and 
focusing our programming on the local level in case certain counties or regions are able to resume 
organized practices. However, at this time we cannot pinpoint a specific timeline for when we will 
resume all practices and programs and return to business as usual. 
 
Q: What, if any, programming will you be offering for athletes during the summer season?  
A: In addition to providing resources for athletes to continue to train at home, we are planning to offer a 
virtual competition this summer. We are excited to get athletes back to competition, albeit virtually, and 
will have more to announce soon.  
 
Q: What, if any, trainings will you be offering for coaches during the summer season?  
A: We are planning to offer virtual training for our coaches this summer. More details on the specific 
sports and the timing for these trainings will follow soon.  
 
 
 



 
Q: You’ve canceled Spring season and now Summer season. However, you are continuing to fundraise. 
What are these funds being used for? 
A: While physical distancing measures prevent us from conducting in-person practices and competitions, 
our work continues. We are doing everything possible to prevent the spread of COVID-19 while 
providing resources and at-home programming to support prevention and to promote the health, 
safety, well-being, and engagement of the Special Olympics community during this time of physical 
distancing. Our work may look a little different, but our focus will continue to provide year-round sports 
and health programming, and trainings in a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment for our athletes 
and volunteers on and off the playing field, and even from home! 
 
It is more important than ever for us to come together and support each other, and we are incredibly 
thankful for the continued support of our donors and partners. 
 
Q: What is the status of your fundraising events planned for this year? 
A: The stay-at-home order has impacted our ability to hold in-person fundraising events, however, our 
staff and volunteers have gotten creative and turned some of our main fundraisers into virtual events. 
For example, our annual Breakfast with Champions Forum has been reimagined into a 5-week video 
series on inclusive health. Starting May 9, you can tune in weekly on BreakfastWithChampions.org as 
well as on our social channels.  
 
We’ve also re-casted the annual statewide LETR Torch Run – which traditionally precedes our State 
Spring Games – into a virtual event in which everyone is invited to participate. The event will take place 
on Saturday, June 6, and more information can be found on our website. As the impact of COVID-19 
continues to evolve, our team will continue to innovate so that we can offer donors compelling ways to 
engage with our mission. 
 
Q: Will there be any impact to Fall season? 
A: Currently, it’s difficult to predict the impact on our Fall season. We’ll continue to monitor the 
progress of Washington’s phased approach to reopening the state and modifying physical distancing 
measures and calibrate our plans accordingly. 
 
Q: Is the Special Olympics Washington headquarters office operating business as usual? What steps 
have you taken to ensure the safety of your employees? 
A: We are fortunate to have a great IT infrastructure that allows all Special Olympics Washington staff to 
carry on normal business operations remotely. In the wake of the coronavirus outbreak, all Special 
Olympics Washington staff have been directed to work from home until further notice. While our 
headquarters office is closed, we will be developing our return-to-work plan to ensure the safety of our 
employees when it is safe to reopen. 
 
Q: How can I or my organization/company support Special Olympics Washington during this time?   
A: There are many ways you can support us! From virtual volunteer opportunities and sending 
encouraging messages to our athletes via social media, to participating in our virtual fundraisers, we 
welcome and are thankful for your support. More information on how you can get involved can be 
found on our website: SpecialOlympicsWashington.org.  
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